Recommendations
To Conserve Energy in Unit 5 Schools

· Turn off drinking fountain chillers during winter months (44oF)

· Purchase flat screen monitors for computers.  ONLY purchase Energy StarTM rated monitors.  Place timers to automatically shut down computers at end of day.
· Purchase only Energy Star rated office equipment.  Energy Star qualified office equipment uses as much as 60% less electricity than standard equipment.  
· Purchase “green-tipped” fluorescent bulbs – they contain less mercury and are better for the environment when disposed

· Consider filling all bus tires with nitrogen gas – saves money because tires last longer.

· Use only geothermal heating and cooling on all NEW construction of buildings.

· Use LED lights in EXIT signs.  They last ~75 years and take far less energy.  A solid-state semiconductor converts electrical energy directly into light.  One sign alone can save about $10 annually on electricity costs.  
· Consider using low-E glass (double pane) on windows.  “Low-emissivity” coating is a microscopic coating on glass that helps keep building warmer in winter and cooler in summer.

· Consider having a LEED System (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System.  This is similar to Energy StarTM rating for a building.  A low cost constructed building may not be the best value.  Sometimes, spending more money initially will save thousands of dollars in future years.

· Consider an energy budget for schools.  Any money not spent on energy can be used by teachers and administrators at the building to purchase other materials.  This will encourage energy conservation.
· Energy Star labeled commercial solid door refrigerators and freezers can lead to energy savings of as much as 45% with a 1.3 year payback.  By buying commercial solid door refrigerators and freezers, purchasers can expect to save $140 annually per refrigerator and $100 per freezer.

· Consider putting new skylights in gymnasium as well as ceiling fans to move air (up or down as needed).

· Place motion sensors in rooms to turn off lights when not in use.

· Install water saver faucets in bathrooms.  
