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Ecology Simulation – Court Case
Save The Rainforst!
Attempting to build (1600 square miles) in the Brazilian Rainforest.

Wealthy Land Owner:

· What is your net worth? (how much money do you have?)

· Why not offer the land for sale so that conservationist can purchase the land and keep it?
· Do you know the current cost for an acre of rainforest land? ($400) Total cost of land $409 million
· Are you aware that rainforest land converted to cattle operations yield about $60/acre.  
· The land is worth $400/acre.  If the land is harvested, the land will yield $2400/acre.

· The land will not be destroyed!

· Land is worth $409,600,000 at free market price.  [Almost $0.5 billion dollars]
· Have you considered selling a smaller portion of land to raise enough money to open your restaurant?

· If you sell just 1% of the land you could raise $4.1 million dollars – more than enough to make a restaurant.
· If your reason for donating the land is to open a restaurant to help your family – you could help your family more by selling a small portion and leaving the remaining land as is.  

· Is your market in the rainforest local tribal folks or eco-tourists?

· You can market your Earth friendly restaurant to Eco-tourists.  These eco-tourist may boycott your restaurant located in the rain forest if they are aware of the destruction you’ve done to the rain forest.

Civil Engineer:

· How long do you anticipate it will take to clear the rain forest?

· Do you plan to clear cut and harvest the wood or burn the forest?

· How much CO2 would be released into the environment?

· Are you aware that the rainforest acts as the lungs of our planet and absorbs carbon dioxide?

· You will be contributing to global warming.

· Is your intention to raise global temperatures, cause glaciers to melt and flood poor people that leave near sea level?

· What is the estimated total cost for construction and clearing of the 1600 mile square rainforest?

· Do you know what urban sprawl is?  Have you considered building apartments with less land?

· Have you built outside of the US?  Do you have permits and know the building codes in Brazil?

· What is the normal pay scale for a worker in Brazil each day? 

· Do you have environmental engineers and mechanical engineers to check your plans?
Zoologist:

· Have you had all necessary shots to travel to the rainforest?

· What experience do you have in relocating rainforest animals?  Or do you plan to shoot them?

· How many zoos have you contacted so far to accept all these animals?  

· How many animals are in a typical acre of the rainforest?

· Are scientist still discovering new animals and plants in the rainforest?  

· Why did you choose to study zoology?  Was it to help animals?

· Wouldn’t you prefer to study the yet undiscovered animals in the rainforest than destroy millions of helpless animals and place a handful in zoos around the world?

Medical Doctor:

· Why did you take a job working for a man that wants to destroy the rainforest?

· It appears from your deposition that you want to save the rainforest.

· Why would you support destruction of rainforest if you want to get medicine from it?

· Wouldn’t many animals die if taken from their native land and transplanted around the world?

· Have you studied and practiced tropical medicine?

· What diseases and risks are associated with work in the rainforest?

· Do native people living in the rainforest have a risk from US workers (and the diseases we carry)?

· How large of a medical staff do you think will be needed to handle all the workers?  

· Are their poisonous snakes that workers need to be aware of?  

· What other medical reasons do you think workers may need you for?

· Can native water be consumed?  Does it have to be treated as so workers don’t get sick?

Veterinarian:

· How much experience do you have working with relocation of tropical animals?

· Does relocation of animals to zoos lengthen or shorten life expectancy of animals?

· How much does it cost to keep a single animal per year?  What about larger animals?

· Based on your best estimate, how much will it cost to care fore ALL the animals that must be relocated?

· Millions, Billions, do you have any idea???

· You seem to care about helping animals adapt to their NATURAL environment.  Ca I conclude you plan to raise animals in captivity and re-release them into the environment later?  Where will they all go?

· I think you are doing a great service for the helpless animals.  Wouldn’t it be better to leave the animals in their NATURAL environment and not remove them in the first place?

· How do you catch these animals?  Nets, traps, shoot with tranquilizers?  What percentage of animals die when being transported?  

Designer:

· Do you consider your design style avant gard or environmentally friendly?

· What environmentally friendly design elements are you implementing in your designs for this community?

· Does the high humidity of a rain forest give you any special problems with design?

· Have you built outside the US?

· Will you be using eco-friendly materials in construction?

· Will you use energy star appliances, solar collectors, fluorescent lighting?

· Do you have a specific architect you plan to be working with?

· How are all the materials going to be shipped in?  Are they all locally available?

· Where will all the power come from for this community?  Is there power already available?

Background – Rachel Carson Silent Spring
In the late 1950s, Carson turned her attention to conservation and the environmental problems caused by synthetic pesticides. The result was Silent Spring (1962), which brought environmental concerns to an unprecedented portion of the American public. Silent Spring spurred a reversal in national pesticide policy—leading to a nationwide ban on DDT and other pesticides—and the grassroots environmental movement it inspired led to the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Spider Monkey:

· How many spider monkey exist in nature today?  Endangered (~2000), could be extinct if land is not protected.

· Where do you live? Tree tops in rain forest

· Can you safely live in open land without cover?

· What are your main predators?

· Where do you fit in the food chain?  Are other species needing you?

· Do spider monkeys like living in zoos?

· Is it legal to cut down a rain forest (environment) of endangered animals?
Toucan:

· Are toucans an endangered species?

· Can toucans be relocated to zoos?

· When relocated – how will mates stay together?

· How much territory do you live in?

· Do you like being in a small cage?

· Would you live longer in captivity or in nature?

Anaconda (Water boa):

· I see you live in moving water.  Do you have to live near running water?

· If you are removed from the rain forest, will the population of rodents increase?

· Do you pose a danger to handlers during relocation?

· Do zoos need / want 100’s of anacondas?

· If your natural environment is removed, will you move elsewhere and create an overcrowding?

· Can you live with other animals without killing them?

· Once in captivity are you able to be released back into the natural environment?  Do you still know how to survive?
Environmentalist:
· You seem very passionate about protecting the rain forest.  You have a beautiful home in Southern California.  I understand why you would be upset if you were forced to leave your tropical paradise.

· Would you like to be forced to move to the Mojave Desert or perhaps northern Alaska?

· In your expert opinion, about how many acres of rain forest are lost every second?

· Again, using your expertise as an environmentalist, could you tell us how many prescription drugs are developed from materials in the rain forest?

· Would removing more rain forests contribute to global warming?

· How do rain forests make oxygen?

· Are you against ALL / any removal of rain forest?

[No, a small development could be environmentally feasible.  Giant clear cutting of the forests isn’t necessary.]  

·  At the current rate of destruction of the rain forests, how long will it be before ALL the rain forests are destroyed?

· Are we still discovering new species of plants and animals in the rain forest?  

· Will native people be relocated and will this affect their culture?

