THOSE WHO EXCEL  Education Awards Program 2008-2009 Application 




Illinois Teacher of the Year
1.  How has the nominee demonstrated excellence in the fulfillment of duties?

Developed and created wildly popular chemistry website for high school students and teachers at www.unit5.org/chemistry.  A Google search ranks his site in the top 10 of 6 million for “high school chemistry” and #1 out of 250,000 for “chemistry PowerPoint presentations” and #1 or #2 for “chemistry worksheets.”  Old site www.unit5.org/christjs has had more than 650,000 hits and new site is also extremely popular.  The website contains ~5000 pages of highly animated PowerPoint presentations on all topics covered in a high school chemistry course.  Worksheets for all topics are also available.  Answer keys are made available showing problems worked out, with Equation Editor, for teachers.  Site also contains labs and demonstrations as well as lecture outlines available for students and teachers.  A calendar lists all lesson plans for students that miss class.  All sheets can be downloaded from calendar.  

         
Jeff has made presentations to ~300 chemistry teachers sharing his Instructional Support CD.  He has given numerous presentations for chemistry conferences, pre-student teachers at college, and at the 233rd National American Chemical Society Meeting.  The CD he has created (working collaboratively with John Bergmann) contains about every file on the web in an easily organized format.  He gives this CD FREE to all chemistry teachers.  To this date he has given or mailed out ~600 Chemistry Support CD’s to teachers around the state, country and the world.  Through his website he has shared his teacher developed resources with teachers in almost every state, England, Pakistan, Singapore, China, Netherlands, Australia, Africa, and numerous other grateful teachers around the world.  Jeff additionally works for the PRISM project, an NSF grant obtained by Illinois State University, for supporting scientific literacy. Many summers Jeff teaches college chemistry at Illinois State University.
   
At our school, Jeff has given a presentation to our staff on how to incorporate technology into the classroom, assisted teachers in developing their own websites and taught a class workshop on how to develop an Instructional Support CD for other disciplines.  Jeff has been working to develop a Biology Support CD with his Biology colleagues.  He also has developed a Biology website at www.unit5.org/biology.  Finally, he has assisted in creating a physics website at www.unit5.org/physics.

In his spare time, Jeff redesigned our school website and added staff pages that include photograph, teachers schedule, contact information [ www.unit5.org/staffnch].  

The year he taught AP Chemistry he had a 3.9 average AP score.  Half the students earned a 5!  His students often perform well in academic competitions.

2.  How has the nominee demonstrated concern for children?


Jeff uses best practices of Teaching Inquiry-based Chemistry, that provides instructional tips and techniques for promoting active and collaborative learning through:

· Short experiments that introduce chemical concepts 

· Modeling as a means to understanding and explaining chemical concepts 

· Reasoning as a means to solving problems 

Jeff makes himself available to help students with homework before or after school.  His website contains class notes and other materials to assist students that need extra help.  He has been able to set-up research opportunities for several of our students at Illinois State University Department of Chemistry during the summer.  He has taught an ACT prep course for several years to help student be more successful on the test.  


He tries to make fun days in chemistry to create excitement.  He always invites other teachers and their students to share in the fun.  These days are “Mole Day”, “Halloween”, “Liquid Nitrogen Day”, etc...  Jeff has made presentations for elementary students, girl scouts and cub scouts to help them earn merit badges.

Students appreciate Mr. C’s very unusual style of teaching.  His is popular teacher, with very high academic standards.  He uses a great deal of humor and story-telling to make his class memorable.  Students rarely forget the lessons he is teaching.


He has been involved with both Cub Scouting and Boy Scouts.  He was a coach for First Lego League.  Team made state finals two times.  In younger years, Jeff was a camp counselor for summer camp and has assisted with coaching baseball for American Junior Baseball.  

     
Students appreciate the efforts he has made:  Induction  into the National Honor Roll’s Outstanding American Teachers (Jan 2007).  “Attained a level of achievement shared by a very small percentage of all teachers in the U.S.” Nominated by student that identified one teacher who has had the most influence on their lives.  Also, multiple induction into Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers.
3.  What positive effect has the nominee had on the school environment?


Jeff always dresses professionally.  Most male teachers now often wear a tie at our school.  Jeff started this fashion trend.  When he started this was not the norm.  His high academic standards help prepare our students.  Our students always compete very will in academic competitions against other schools. 

Jeff always helps other teacher with technology questions, especially relating to web design or PowerPoint.  The staff website he created has allowed new teachers and older teachers to get to know each other better.  The information is useful for new students, incoming freshman and parents.  

For new chemistry teachers, Jeff prepares transparencies, file folders and gets supplies for incoming teachers.  This extra effort makes the new teachers feel welcome and eases their transition into a new school and curriculum.  Jeff also serves as a mentor to new teachers.  This reduces the turnover that most schools have.  New teachers feel welcomed and appreciated because of the efforts Jeff makes in our department.  

For years, Jeff has always been willing to go shopping for the numerous supplies we use.  He makes lots of trips to local stores to help ‘save a buck’ on our limited budget.  He has created many lab kits (much less expensive than they could be purchased).  He has made extra oak shelving for our storeroom and classrooms.  He does custom framing for posters for our classrooms.  

4.  How has the nominee shown leadership or inspired others to achieve?

Sharing of his resources allows new chemistry teachers to learn the craft and not merely work constantly to develop a curriculum. He served as department chairperson for five years.  Jeff is always willing to help other teachers – with technology questions or offer them advice or encouragement.  


Jeff continues to develop his own skills taking numerous additional classes.  Next year he will attempt to get National Board Certification.   Others see a teacher not content to rest on past achievements.   He was named the Illinois High School Teacher of the Year in 2004 by the Peoria Section of the American Chemical Society.  He was also named a top 1% of the National Radio Shack Science Award in 2004.   Jeff’s website was featured in Chem 13 News (Canadian publication number 352, Dec 2007) and American Chemical Society publication Journal of Chemical Education (Feb 2008).  Merlot Chemistry Search contributor and a hot link for listserv for National Science Teachers Association (NSTA).
What have others said (via e-mail):

3-11-08  Cindy Barry (Marshfield, MA)  “Thank you for a tremendous accomplishment.”
1-14-08  Harold Portlock (Sanders, AZ)  “The chemistry CD is the best source of information I have run across.    As far as I can tell, it has just about everything we would need to successfully teach chemistry.”
3-1-08  Kamran Khalil Rajput (Jakarta, Indonesia)  “I have seen your website.  You have done a marvelous job for teachers.”
2-27-08  Robert Juntunen (Novi, MI)  “I looked at a few of the chemistry power points on the web site and they were terrific!  I am sure all the info would be of great help to me.”  
2-19-08  Michael Bernardino (North Canyo High School) “Strictly awesome site and resources.  I love the Check activity from the start off the year.  Thank you for sharing and impacting my students from such a great distance!”

2-14-08  James Nugent (Narragansett, RI)  “I’ve used your materials extensively, in fact used them to virtually rewrite ALL of my lessons.  Your CD and website have easily been the most comprehensive and pertinent sources of information for what I do and have been invaluable in helping me more clearly present what we cover and help me re-think what I teach.”
2-17-08  Stuart Petrie (Kinlochberviw, Scotland)  “I have just discovered your website and think it is fantastic, especially the PowerPoint presentations.  I am a probationer teacher and therefore spend a lot of time preparing lessons and have found your site invaluable – thank you.”
2-14-08  Lumina Boyer (Greenfield, WI)  “Your materials are great.  I am trying to integrate SMARTBoard Technology into my classroom and the PowerPoint Presentations you’ve developed are very much in line with my thoughts on teaching chemistry.  Thank you for making these resources available.”  

2-11-08  Keith D. King  (Clarksville, MO)  “Thank you for your site!  I AM the chemistry, physics and physical science department and I don’t have any other teachers at school I can share chemistry questions with.  This will be very useful to me.”
2-9-08  Cheri Faley (Leesburg, VA)  “This looks really cool!!”

2-10-08  Zachary Kirk  (Austin, TX)  “Wonderful material”
2-8-08  Eric Zanger (Springfield Sacred Heart Griffin HS, IL)  “Your CD is used just about every day in my science class. 

1-28-08  Mary Ann Sankey  (Ellicott City, MD)  “WOW – what a wonderful resource for chemistry teachers.” 

1-29-08  Marian Marley (Wilkesboro, NC)  “Great website.  This is a very comprehensive website.  Thanks so much.”

1-29-08  Kathy Gibbs  (Cheektowaga, NY)  “Thank you for all your help your website has been a blessing for a first year Chemistry teacher with little support in my district!”
1-25-08  Kunjumol Joseph  (Woborn, MA)  “I found the resources in this website very useful for classroom use.  Thank you very much.”

1-24-08  Michael Koder  (Levittown, PA)  “After previewing your material, I have found it extremely useful in designing my lectures and activities to supplement lectures.  The worksheets and labs are great in how they match the content.  Great job!  We are in the process of redesigning our chemistry core curriculum and would like to present this material to my principal for review.”

1-20-08  Cynthia Murphy  (Pensacola, FL)  “Your website is wonderful.  Thank you for sharing all of the great material and activities.”

12-21-07  Judy Hulsey  (Ponchatoula, LA)  “I think the site is great and I plan to incorporate many of your PowerPoints and worksheets into my lessons.”
12-31-07  Kathy Winczewski (Ludington, MI)  “I have been spending some time on your web site and I am very excited and impresses with the quality of the information and the worksheets for the chemistry topics.  I have been teaching chemistry for 15 years and I am excited to try some of the information on everyday applications of chemistry to real life.  Thanks for the good work and keep it up.  Also thanks for sharing!!”

12-20-07  David Jacob (West Nyack, NY)  “The PowerPoint presentation that you prepared are so dynamic that it really grabs my students’ attention.  The animations included on many of the slides are the best way to present some very complex concepts.  ...your use of imbedded video allows for me to show laboratory demonstrations that are very difficult to set and execute safely.  Thank you again for generously sharing your obvious hard work.”
10-3-07  Doug Arbuckle  (Wadsworth, Ohio)  “Thank you so much for this, and keep up the great work.  I’m sure your teaching mirrors your website, and the world needs great science teachers.”

9-28-06  Jennifer Stokes (Flower Mound, TX)  “Your presentation s will help me tremendously since a visualization of a concept is worth 5 minutes of verbal explanation.”
5-3-06  Dr. Robert Gayhart (Bradley University)  “Thanks for the superb presentation today.”
12-18-07  Mua Miew Kheng (Singapore)  “I am amazed at the amount of work and effort you have put in to build up resources for teachers.  They are really good stuff which I am sure m teachers will appreciate and keen to use as they prepare for their lesson units.  I write to thank you for your effort and the great ob you are doing for teachers.”  

10-17-07  Dr. Patricia Thompson  (Irving, TX)  “As a professor of chemistry at North Lake College in Texas, I find this site most useful.  I very much appreciate the fact that we can use the great information without paying for it.  Thanks so much for a free quality site!”
7-31-07  Sonha Payne  (Decatur, GA)  “I have recently discovered your website and it is by far the best presentation of chemistry I have seen, especially for HS students.  Thank you so much for making your resources available for other teachers to use.”  

9-14-05  Elaine Harper  (Chattanooga, TN)  “It is wonderful!  I cannot begin to express my appreciation for the CD of PowerPoint(s), notes, and worksheets you so graciously mailed to me.  The work is of the highest quality, and a joy to teach with.  You have saved me literally hundreds of hours by your generosity.  Of course my students are the ultimate beneficiaries.   Thank you – you are too kind?  This is like winning the lottery.   Your students are luck to have such an enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and organized teacher.”
9-29-07  Vincent Ponce (Purdue University, and former high school student)  
“Mr. Christopherson,  You may not remember me but I had chemistry with you a few years ago.  I am now currently a students at Purdue University in the Aviation Program, which means that I don’t have to take any sort of chemistry class.  Although being in your honors chemistry class has helped me in multiple ways.  Some of my friends are in a chemistry class and often ask me questions over material which I heave seemed to retain from your class.  Your class helped me to become more organized through the rest of my high school years up until now and thanks to your rigorous course I have been able to succeed.  I appreciate all the hard work you put into the course and I hope you help more and more students have the outcome I have had.”

11-15-04  Janice Bauder  (parent of student)  “While I have not met you, Marc has shared with me some storied from your classroom.  He has made use of your website and CD in studying for his tests.  For you to do that shows me you are willing to provide the tools needed to help the kids success.  From what he has shared, it sounds like you love your job and that comes through in the classroom.  You have made chemistry ‘fun’ for Marc.  You sound like the kind of teacher I desire for out children.”

8-10-05  Lisa Simonsen (student in Chem 110 class I taught at ISU)

“I came into the summer absolutely dreading taking this class.  Science has never been a strength and I didn’t do the greatest in my high school chemistry class.  I left the course more interested in chemistry than I ever have been.  A class completely depends on the teacher.  You did a phenomenal job teaching this course.  You made it bearable and easy to tolerate coming four days a week.  It may look like I breezed through the course, but I really did need to study quite often to keep up and do well on quizzes.  Continue to use real work examples and continue to tell your stories.  They make things more interesting and might I say, fun.  Thanks again for an interesting chemistry class.”

7-28-04  Stephanie Smith (student in Chem 110 class I taught at ISU)

“This is the second time I am taking this class at ISU.  Thank you for actually teaching me something in this class whether I really understand the math or not.  Last semester it seemed so pointless t understand chemistry, but now I actually find myself bringing up little chemistry facts that I learned in your class.  I just wanted to let you know you are a great teacher and you made me miss high school.  ISU needs more teachers like you, most of them just seem to not really care abut what the are doing or what we are learning.  Not the mention, they lack the love of the subject too.”

7-24-03  Tonia Siambanes (student in Chem 102 class I taught at ISU)

“You are an awesome teacher, your techniques and style of teaching are very appealing and make students want to learn.  You are also quite the character, your humor and jokes make it worth coming to class even more.  Thank you so much again.”

9-27-03  Dr, Barry Weaver (parent of student in class)

“I has some time tonight – while my children are out pursuing their social lives – to check out your website.  Very fine indeed!  Friendly, attractive, and comprehensive.  Thanks for all of the work you have put into this.  And thanks for your work with Ross.  Your are a high point of his year thus far.”

5.  How has the nominee gone above and beyond what would be expected in the fulfillment of duties? 


Simply looking at his website at www.unit5.org/chemistry or www.unit5.org/staffnchs
will show you.  The school district pays nothing to develop these resources.  Jeff has done this on his own time.   


Volunteering to take JETS (academic students) to competition at 6:30 am because teacher who scheduled trip was unavailable and students wouldn’t be able to compete without “coach”.

Section 1 – Nominator’s Recommendation

Presented to chemistry teachers at Bradley University, Southern Illinois University – Carbondale, Illinois State University, University of Illinois, Wesleyan University.  Also made presentations at International American Chemical Society Meeting; and other professional meetings for chemistry teachers.  Jeff always provides a FREE Chemistry Instructional Support CD to these teachers.  The scope of his teaching goes easily beyond his students.  Through his website and CD he touches 100,000’s of students.    

Mr.  Jeff S. Christopherson  (“Kris-tof-er-sun”)    
Home phone (309) 451-8841
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e-mail:  christjs@unit5.org

Normal, Illinois  61761

Principal:  Dr. Jeanette Nuckolls

Normal Community High School
     






Phone  (309)728-5000






FAX     (309) 728-5050

Superintendent:  Dr. Gary Niehaus


Phone (309) 452-4476
McLean District Unit #5    (Region 17 Area 4)

