



     KEY
Chemistry:  Vocabulary – Introduction to Chemistry
Directions:  Define each of the following terms.  For some of the terms, you may need to consult sources other than your textbook, such as a dictionary or encyclopedia.
1.  accuracy - the closeness of measurements to the correct or accepted value of the quantity 

           measured or how close to the target
2.  alchemy - the practical pursuit of transmutation
3.  applied science (technology)- anything created that makes life easier
4.  chemical - any substance that has a definite composition
5.  controlled experiment - an experiment in which only one variable is changed at a time and the 



       effect is noted
6.  hypothesis - one or more assumptions put forth to explained observed phenomena or a 


  testable statement
7.  inorganic compound - the study of all substances not classified as organic; mainly those 



     compounds that do not contain carbon
8.  Law of Conservation of Mass - mass is neither created not destroyed
9.  Material Safety Data Sheet - a technical sheet that lists the physical / chemical properties of a 




 material along with important safety information
10.  organic compound - the study of carbon – containing compounds (typically containing chains 


   of carbon atoms) and their properties
Vocabulary – Introduction to Chemistry (continued)


            KEY
11.  precision - the degree of agreement among several measurements of the same quantity; the 


reproducibility of a measurement
12.  pure science (science) – the methodical exploration of nature followed by a logical 




           explanation of the observations.  
13.  scientific law - a statement that expresses generally observed behavior


      (natural law does not explain behavior, but rather states a measurable relationship)
14.  scientific method - a process of studying natural phenomena that involves making 




 observations, forming laws and theories, and testing theories by 




 experimentation
15.  scientific theory - set of assumptions put forth to explain the observed behavior of matter. The 

            models of chemistry usually involve assumptions about the behavior of 


            individual atoms or molecules
16.  SI system - International System of units based on the metric system and on units derived 


 from the metric system
17.  synthesis - a reaction in which two or more substances combine to form a new compound 


 [A + B --> C]
18.  system - a specific portion of matter in a given region of space that has been selected for 

          study during an experiment or observation  or  the part of the universe on which 

          attention is to be focused
19.  transmutation - is the conversion of one element into another
20.  variable - an experiment in which only one variable is changed at a time and the effect is noted

            (anything that can be changed and has an effect on the experiment)
NOTE:  Words written in blue can be found on GLOSSARY at www.unit5.org/chemistry
 
Other resources must be used to find additional words (e.g., textbook, online science dictionary)

